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DROUGHT PILOT 

Statement by Minister for Agriculture and Food 
MR D.T. REDMAN (Blackwood–Stirling — Minister for Agriculture and Food) [2.07 pm]: I wish to update 
the house on the status of the drought pilot that I announced in May. Although longer-term measures are 
available to help farm businesses—I will talk about those shortly—it is important to emphasise the short-term 
assistance that is also on offer under the pilot. Farmers battling dry conditions may be eligible for support to help 
meet basic household needs. Farmers should not self-assess because Centrelink has relaxed its assets test under 
the drought pilot. Farmers should contact Centrelink on 13 23 16 for further information. A range of confidential 
services, including health care, counselling and debt mediation, are also available.  

By way of longer-term measures, I am pleased that Western Australian primary producers have shown strong 
interest in the pilot’s farm planning workshops, which will make their businesses more resilient by enhancing 
their planning skills. To date, more than 340 farm business owners across the pilot region have applied to attend 
the workshops. Because this is a trial and not a response to the dry season, places were also going to be limited. 
However, it is encouraging that the workshops are obviously well targeted and relevant and that farmers are open 
to the idea of bettering their business savvy.  

Six farm planning workshops and live groups have been established—three in Corrigin and one each in 
Geraldton, which I attended last week, Wagin and Ravensthorpe. Others will start in Wickepin, Kellerberrin, 
Hyden and Bencubbin, and possibly Lake Grace and Cadoux. The farm planning workshops will not only offer 
high-level training at which farmers can develop or update a whole farm strategic plan, but also cover risk 
management and financial planning, personal and business goals and the impact of variable climatic seasons on 
production. The program is being coordinated by the Department of Agriculture and Food and delivered by 
Curtin University’s agribusiness management group, farm consultants, accountants and other experts.  

Farm businesses will have to complete the modules and a strategic plan relevant to their needs to be eligible for 
consideration for farm business and land care adaptation grants of up to $60 000. Because of the $750 000 net 
assets test and a limit on funding, not all those who complete the farm planning will receive the $60 000 grant. 
However, participants who have already attended the workshops have reported that even if they are not eligible 
for the grant, the high-level training has been beneficial to their businesses.  

I take this opportunity to again urge farmers to talk to a trusted adviser, read about the dry season on the 
DAFWA website and take advantage of the help on offer. 
 


